Shelvia Tinsley
 I was asked to write what I remembered about Tim.  It became the most difficult task given.  I wanted to be sure that my grammar was correct because Tim was a strict disciplinarian.  

 All of my years of knowing Tim, he was like an adopted brother to me.  Tim always shared his great wisdom and knowledge with me.  I could always count on him to give me the honest truth about any issue brought to the table.  An example of Tim’s big brotherhood was when he criticized the type of music that I listened to.  He would always tell me that my music was not soothing to the ears.  I needed to listen to music that was calming.   Tim tried to convert me over from Rhythm & Blues to Classical Music. To make him happy I would always listen to my headphones to Rhythm & Blues and tell him it was Mozart. I would also tell him it was soothing to the ears and I could successfully complete the tasks that he had given me.  
Tim was not much of a kidder but had his own sense of humor.  For instance, I recalled falling asleep in his office one day while he was in court.  He returned hearing me snoring before he entered his office.  He chuckled and said, “Shelvia there is a throw in my desk drawer.  I’ll be back later when you wake up.”  It was Tim's way of saying you have been caught and playtime is over.  
Prior to Tim leaving the State’s Attorney Office, he took me Downtown Chicago for lunch at his favorite restaurant, where he gave his lesson in fine dining.  We discussed our family values and the challenges we faced while growing up.  Several months later Tim’s mother came to town to see him.  She had told me that Tim was the only child, and had no family in Illinois.  She had stated, “Tim has spoken about you several times and said you were a great friend and secretary.”  She then later wrote me a letter prior to her death asking me to look in on Tim occasionally.   From that day on I kept my promise to keep in touch.  

I will always cherish the advice and the lesson learned from Tim.  Tim left me with many memorable moments.  He will truly be missed. 
