It's hard to recall details like the first time I met Tim.  It seems, in my memory, that he just appeared as if he'd been there all along, unnoticed until he chose to reveal himself.  And when he did reveal his presence, it was as an affable, brilliant, witty and cultured gent in a shabby pea-coat and a shady moustache.
I was clerking at the neighborhood record store and Tim was a classical music afficianado and I was the store's classical expert. Oh, we loved jazz and maybe a pop tune or two, but it was classical music, books, tobacco, beer and silly fin de siecle pretensions that brought us together.  And from then on, Tim was just a constant in my life, even if we didn't see each other for years after I moved to the west coast and he became an invalid.  
When Tim became a state's attorney in DuPage county and joined the Republicans, I used to excuse this seemingly opportunistic move by saying that Tim was my kind of conservative: dedicated to liberty first and political party be damned!  It was characteristic that Tim married an old leftie even as he attended the DuPage County Republican dinners.
In truth, Tim was the great independent, stepping over the bullshit regardless of which corner was tossing it out there.
Truth he believed in.  Integrity was his hallmark.  Wit was his

method.  I will miss him and regret the misfortune that befell him and took him from a world that needs more Tim Fishers than it currently has.  He was a rare bird in a thickening jungle.

With love, bb

JULIA’S ANSWER TO BARRY
Hi, Barry:

 

Thanks so, so much for this. It is really beautiful and heartfelt, and I will keep it always.

 

By the way, Tim was never a Republican. Always a liberal. My favorite story here is that he once felt he had to "ask for the death penalty," because, he said, "in conservative DuPage County, they won't think you're serious [that the guy committed the crime and is guilty] if you don't ask for the death penalty." After he told me he had done asked for the death penalty, he asked me to PRAY that he wouldn't get it!

 

He was ALWAYS a liberal -- even at the Republican dinners (which, by the way, I had attended with him. Now, that's love, and he had some great friends – even if they were Republicans!!)

 

Love you lots -- and again, thanks.

Love to Beth.

Julia

